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Author Guidelines 
 

Renewable Energy and Sustainable Development (RESD) journal is a biannual international 

peer-reviewed journal which presents a global forum for dissemination of research articles, case 

studies and reviews focusing on all aspects of renewable energy and its role in sustainable 

development. 

The journal aims to present to the international community important results of work in the fields 

of renewable energy and sustainable development research to help researchers, scientists, 

manufacturers, institutions, world agencies, societies to keep up with new developments in theory 

and applications. Experimental, computational and theoretical studies are all welcomed to RESD. 

Please follow these instructions carefully when preparing your manuscript to ensure that your 

submission is dealt with speedily. 

 

Types of Manuscripts: 

 

RESD publishes the following types of manuscripts: 

 Original Research: cover topics of novelty and high impact in relation to Renewable 

Energy and Sustainable Development. Even in cases where research has been conducted 

carefully and has been appropriately written up, a manuscript may be rejected if it is 

deemed to be of insufficient interest and quality to attract attention. 

 Case Studies: present a brief but insightful summary of a unique situation in.  

RESD will frequently publish other types of papers, including invited editorials and special 

reviews from conference presentations. These publications will be commissioned and specific 

instructions will be provided to authors for their preparation.  

 

Manuscript Specifications: 

 

It is RESD policy to publish only original and unpublished research work that has not been 

published previously, accepted for publication, or is being considered for publication elsewhere 

in any form, in print or in electronic media, either in whole or substantial part, in English or in 

any other language. Special issues may contain papers from a conference where special issues 

and/or conference proceedings have different peer review procedures involving, for example, 

guest editors, conference organisers or scientific committees. Authors contributing to these 

projects may receive full details of the peer review process on request from the editorial office. 



 

2 
 

Prospective organisers of a Special Issue should initially contact the Editor to agree to the 

appropriateness of content, the number and size of papers, the refereeing process (including the 

names of prospective referees), and the timescale for receipt of final copy after reviewing.  

It is helpful for readers if your article is concise, but clarity is essential. Short sentences and 

paragraphs make reading easier. You should aim for consistency within your article in matters 

such as hyphenation and spelling. 

 

All acronyms and abbreviations should be clearly explained when they first appear in the text and 

keep it to a minimum, and all units used should be consistent throughout the article. 

 

 Language : Manuscripts must be written in English language. They should be clear, concise 

and grammatically correct.  Editors reserve the right to modify accepted manuscripts that do 

not conform to scientific, technical, stylistic or grammatical standards, and minor alterations 

of this nature may not be seen by authors until the proof stage. Authors for whom English is 

a second language may wish to consider having their manuscript professionally edited before 

submission to improve the English. Manuscripts should be carefully prepared, spell checked, 

grammar checked and submitted in final form. 

 

 File Format : All manuscripts should be submitted in Microsoft Word or another compatible 

word processing software programme. Documents should not be locked or protected. 

Manuscripts for review must not be bigger in size than 2 MByte and must consist of no more 

than two files and should, ideally, be a single editable (word processor) file with figures and 

tables added at the end of the text.  

 

 Submission Length:  

 Original Research: maximum of 20 pages are allowed (excluding title page, abstract, 

acknowledgements, references, figures, and tables)  

 Case Studies: maximum of 10 pages are allowed (excluding title page, abstract, 

acknowledgements, references, figures, and tables). 

 

 Page Layout : The page is standard A4 page with a minimum margin of 2.5 cm from each 

side. The text is typed with a minimum of 1.15 spacing with sequential line numbers 

throughout the entire document. 

 

 Page Numbering : Pages must be numbered consecutively including those containing 

acknowledgements, references, tables and figures.  
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 Font : 12-point Times New Roman. For mathematical symbols, Greek letters and other 

special characters, the Symbol font (rather than the normal text font) must be used for Greek 

letters and mathematical symbols. Word Equation Editor/MathType should be used only for 

formulae that cannot be produced using Symbol font. 

 

 Figure Formats : Figures inside the text should be professional in appearance and have 

clean, crisp lines. Hand drawings and hand lettering are not acceptable. Figures and their 

legends should be grouped together as a list at the end of the paper, before the appendices (if 

present). It should be numbered consecutively. If figures have been supplied as a list at the 

end of the text file (as recommended), they should appear above their respective legend. The 

word figures should be abbreviated in the text (e.g. Fig. 1; Figs. 2 and 3), except when 

starting a sentence. Photographic illustrations should also be referred to as Figures. Labels 

should be proportionate with the size of the figures on the journal page.  

 

 Figures format as a supplementary material : if the figures are submitted separately as a 

supplementary materials, then figure files should be supplied as follows: 

 Photographic figures should be saved in tif format at 300 d.p.i. (or failing that in jpg 

format with low compression).  

 Line figures should be saved as vector graphics (i.e. composed of lines, curves, points 

and fonts; not pixels) in pdf, eps, ai, svg or wmf format, or embedded as such in Word, 

as this gives the best possible online publication quality.  

 Combination figures: (those composed of vector and pixel/raster elements) should also 

be saved in pdf, eps, ai, svg or wmf format where possible (or embedded as such in Word).  

 If line figures and combination figures cannot be saved in vector graphics format, they 

should be saved in tif format at high resolution (i.e. 600 d.p.i.) (do not save them in jpg 

format as this will cause blurring). Note that line and combination figures supplied in tif 

format are down sampled for online publication, authors should therefore preferentially 

opt for vector graphic formats for these figure types (note, however, that for print 

publication full resolution files will be used).  

 

 Tables :  

When tabular material is necessary, it should not present the same data in both figure and 

table form or repeat large numbers of values from Tables in the text. Tables should be 

provided in editable format (rather than as embedded images or separate PDF files), it should 

be formatted using the table function of the word-processing program rather than by aligning 

columns in text with tabs and spaces or using text boxes. Each table should be on a separate 

page, numbered and accompanied by a legend at the top. They should be referred to in the 

text as Table 1, etc..  
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Manuscripts structure: Manuscripts should be organized as follows:  

 

 Separate title page : This should contain:  

 Title of the article: a concise and informative title (as short as possible). Please avoid the 

use of long systemic names and non-standard abbreviations, acronyms or symbols. 

 Author/s name/s and affiliations: please list the given name(s) and family name(s) of 

each author, then institutional affiliation addresses immediately after the author's name, 

and provide the full postal address of each affiliation, including the country name and, if 

available, the e-mail address of each author. You can use superscript numeric identifiers 

to link an author with an address where necessary. Please clearly indicate Corresponding 

author who will handle correspondence at all stages of refereeing and publication, also 

post-publication. Ensure that the e-mail address is given and that contact details are kept 

up to date by the corresponding author. 

 

 Abstract : Your abstract should give readers concise information about the content of your 

article. It should be informative, accessible and not only indicate the general scope of the 

article but also state the main results obtained and conclusions drawn using simple, factual, 

numbered statements. The abstract should be complete in itself - no table numbers, figure 

numbers, references or equations should be referred to. It should be suitable for direct 

inclusion in abstracting services and should not exceed 300 words. 

 

 Keywords : A list in alphabetical order not exceeding ten words or short phrases, excluding 

words used in the title.  

 

 Introduction : This should be concise and describe the nature of the problem under 

investigation, outline the essential background, and the reasons for carrying out the work. It 

should also set your work in the context of previous research, citing relevant references. 

Introductions should expand on highly specialized terms and abbreviations used in the article 

to make it accessible for readers. 

 

 Methods : provide sufficient details of the experiment, simulation, statistical test or analysis 

carried out to generate the results to enable the work to be repeated. 

 

 Results : you should detail the main findings and outcomes of your study, draw attention in 

the text to important details shown in tables and figures.  

 

 Discussion : Point out the significance of the results in relation to the reasons for doing the 

work, and place them in the context of other work. 



 

5 
 

 

 Conclusion : highlight the novelty and significance of the work, and any plans for future 

relevant work. 

 

 Acknowledgments : identify the source(s) of funding for the research. It should 

acknowledge any research assistants or others who provided help during the research (e.g., 

carrying out the literature review; producing, computerizing and analyzing the data; or 

providing language help, writing assistance or proof-reading the article, etc.) but who are not 

included among the authors. It should state where and when any earlier versions of the paper 

were presented (e.g. at a seminar or conference). Lastly, it should acknowledge the help of 

all individuals who have made a significant contribution to improving the paper (e.g. by 

offering comments or suggestions). 

 

 List of references : References must be numbered sequentially as they appear in the text. 

References cited in figures or tables (or in their legends and footnotes) should be numbered 

according to the place in the text where that table or figure is first cited. Reference numbers 

in the text should be inserted immediately after punctuation (with no word spacing). Where 

applicable, author(s) name(s), journal title/book title, chapter title/article title, year of 

publication, volume number/book chapter and the pagination must be present. Use of 

DOI is highly encouraged. Reference citations should be styled according to the IEEE 

Reference Style. (download the IEEE citation reference here). 

Authors are responsible for the accuracy of cited references and these should be checked 

before the manuscript is submitted. Make sure that all references mentioned in the reference 

list are cited in the text, and vice versa. Any references cited in the abstract must be given in 

full. Please note that if references are not cited in order the manuscript may be returned for 

amendment before it is passed on to the Editor for review. 

 

Manuscript Submission: 

 

RESD uses a fully web-based system for manuscript submission and peer review processes and 

submission must be made using our online service, and journal does not accept mailed, faxed, or 

e-mailed submissions. 

 

Manuscripts must reach certain standards before referees are asked to consider them: submissions 

that are not in the correct format, or which cannot be downloaded and printed reliably may 

therefore be returned to authors without review. Authors should retain their electronic manuscript 

file in case of any difficulties arising during online submission. 

 

http://www.ieee.org/documents/ieeecitationref.pdf
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When submitting a manuscript, authors should make a full statement to the Editors that their 

manuscript is completely original and unpublished. If redundant or duplicate publication is 

attempted or occurs authors should expect prompt rejection of the submitted manuscript. Also 

authors should make a full statement that all necessary acknowledgements have been made and 

the manuscript is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities 

where the work was carried out, and all persons entitled to authorship have been so included. 

They should also state that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in 

English or in any other language, including electronic publication, without the written consent of 

editor of the RESD. 

 

License to Publish:  

 

Authors of accepted manuscripts will be required to sign an exclusive license agreement to 

RESD, which includes the exclusive right to publish and distribute an article, and to grant rights 

to others, including for commercial purposes. Papers will not be published until a signed form is 

received. (Papers subject to government copyright are exempt from this requirement).  

 

Although authors will transfer copyright to the publisher, they retain the right to use and share 

their own published articles (for personal use, internal institutional use and scholarly 

sharing purposes), retain patent, trademark and other intellectual property rights (including raw 

research data), and proper attribution and credit for the published work. 

 

Plagiarism: 

 

In publishing only original research, RESD is committed to deterring plagiarism, including self-

plagiarism. Problematic manuscripts will be returned to the authors without peer review. 

 

Permissions: 

 

If you are using any material e.g. figures, tables or videos that have already been published 

elsewhere, you must obtain permission to reuse them from the copyright holder (this may be the 

publisher rather than the author) and include any required permission statements in the figure 

legends. This includes your own previously published material, if you are not the copyright 

holder. It is the author’s responsibility to secure all permissions prior to publication. 

 

Publication Charges: 
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RESD is an open access journal and freely available to all readers, it does not charge authors for 

article processing fees or submission fees.   

 

Manuscript Submission Checklist 

 Files must be prepared using Microsoft Word and submitted electronically.  

 Length of abstract and manuscript do not exceed the word limits set out in the Author 

Guidelines 

 The title page, abstract, manuscript body, and references must be included in the 

manuscript file. 

 Title page includes full name of each contributing author, institutional affiliation, full 

postal address of each affiliation, the e-mail address of each author, and   Name and email 

address of the corresponding author. 

 Structured abstract formatted according to the Author Guidelines. 

 A maximum of ten words keywords. 

 References must be included at the end of the manuscript file. And must be numbered in 

the order in which the citations appear in the manuscript.  

 The manuscript must make reference to each figure and table, and cite them in numerical 

order.  

 Tables provided in editable format, formatted using the table function of the word-

processing programme, and on a separate page, numbered and accompanied by a legend 

at the top. 

 Figures formatted in high quality, legible, numbered consecutively, and grouped together 

as a list at the end of the paper. 

 Permission to reproduce published material, or material that is not the original work of the 

listed authors, is required. 

 

Revised papers 

When authors make revisions to their article in response to reviewer comments, they are asked to 

submit a list of changes and any comments for transmission to the reviewers. The revised version 

is usually returned to the original reviewer if possible, who is then asked to affirm whether the 

revisions have been carried out satisfactorily. 

 


